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October 2022
Wednesday
October 19, 1:30 p.m.
The Program will include an update on Medicare and
the candidates running for Districts 5 and 8 Council seats
have been invited to attend a forum. Remember:
Election day is November 8th, Early voting begins
October 24 and the last day to register to vote is October
11th.

Won’t you join us and help us “Take the Bull by the
Horns” as we pursue what I see as our destiny? It can be
what we want it to be and You members can make the
difference. Please contact any Board member if you
have any interest in these areas of great importance to
our Senior Community.
In the meantime, please stay safe, enjoy the cool
weather and get the latest Booster when your turn
comes up.

Message from the President

Legislative

Crespin Guzman

Greetings and Well Wishes to all! I say this because I
am very thankful that we can continue to come together
as the South Austin AARP Chapter 2426 with a renewed
sense of purpose and resolve to serve our Community
as we leave the pandemic behind and await 2023 with
great hope and promise.
However, in order to do this, we need new ideas and new
members to bring them up and maybe just maybe,
volunteer to be part of our leadership team for 2023.
Already we have a couple of opportunities with our
Communications and Legislative programs. We are
looking to enhance our current website by having a
member work with Ms. Diane McGowan, who already
does a great job with the monthly newsletter, to identify
and pursue ways to make our website more attractive,
engaging, and accessible to our members.
On the Legislative front, we have just begun to
experience a number of good changes in the laws that
AARP National/State had been working hard to have our
Legislatures and Congress pass. We can all benefit from
those changes and we need someone in our Chapter to
help us have a greater awareness and understand them
better. A tip of the hat to Ms. Mary Ragland for a job
well done as our outgoing Committee Chair.
This is what awaits us this coming year if we are going to
become the Premier AARP Chapter in Austin, not to
mention Texas! Yes, our “New Beginning” is right in
front of us for the taking!
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Mary Ragland
AARP Texas has an excellent guide to how to vote in
the Texas 2022 elections at:
https://states.aarp.org/texas/election-voting-guide
Key General Election Dates
Oct. 11: Last day to register to vote
Oct. 24: First day of early in-person voting
Oct. 28: Last day to return ballot-by-mail application
Nov. 4: Last day of early in-person voting
Nov. 8: Election Day
Austin voters will be voting for city council members for
districts 1, 3, 5, 8 & 9 at the November 8 election.
We will have an opportunity to meet some of the
candidates for Austin City Council at our October
meeting.
To find your Austin City Council District, go to:
https://maps.austintexas.gov/GIS/CouncilDistrictMap/
The Austin City Council is the unicameral legislature of
the city of Austin, Texas, United States of America. The
mayor is included as a member of the council and
presides over all council meetings and ceremonies. The
duty of the council is to decide the city budget, taxes, and
various other ordinances. While the council is
officially nonpartisan, all but one current council
member are affiliated with the Democratic Party.
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Before 2012, the council was composed of six at-large
elected members and the mayor, and members could
only serve three terms (nine years) on the council.
However, in 2012 the citizens of Austin approved two
propositions that established ten single-member
districts within the city and assigned council and mayoral
seats staggered four-year terms, with members limited
to two terms. However, the mayor remains as the 11th
member of the council, an arrangement known as 10-1.
The new setup was first implemented after the 2014
elections.[1]
The duty of the Austin City Council is to oversee and
decide on the city budget, local taxes, amendment of
laws, and creation of ordinances and policies. The council
members meet every Thursday. There are several boards
and commissions that are composed of non-elected
appointed citizens to give advice and recommendations
to council members. These boards generally review,
debate, and comment on recommendations for the
council.

Roll and Stroll

Pat Thomas and Deborah Fennell

Waterloo Park Overlooking Waller
Creek

Fall weather has arrived. We had a small group of Roll
& Stroll participants who very much enjoyed exploring
beautiful Waterloo Park. Architecturally well-designed
with wide walkways which are good for all types of
walking. There is an amazing display of native trees and
flowers. The walk leads down to view Waller Creek and
the amphitheater with a large green lawn and covered
space for music performances. Because it is hilly our legs
got a good work out but there is an elevator that brought
us back to higher ground. The group then enjoyed lunch
at Jason's Deli Hancock Center. We are all looking
forward to new adventures. Because I just got back from
vacation, I haven't had time to confirm dates for our next
adventure. We will send out a special Roll & Stroll alert as
soon as I can get a firm date. I will mention some
opportunities that you and your friends might enjoy. Pat
and Deborah could use some volunteer Roll & Stroll
helpers - easy job with friends and laughter!!
Austin Public Library "55 Plus Seminar Series" Twin
Oaks Branch -1800 S. Fifth St. This monthly series is
designed to give seniors a chance to learn about and
discuss topics around aging. The October topic is
Medicare Changes for 2023. Scheduled for Wednesday,
October 5, 2022 - 10:00 AM to 11:30 Free but call library
to register.
Viva La Vida - October 29th 12:00 - 6:00 pm. :Learn
the history of Viva La Vida Fest aka The Day of the Dead
(Spanish: Día de los Muertos) is a holiday traditionally
celebrated in rememberance of deceased family and

Chapter 2426 November Food Drive
Members of our chapter volunteer at least three food
pantries Abiding Love, Bread for All, and St. Ignatius.
Food pantries generally have three sources for food for
their pantries
 Ordering from Central Texas Food Bank Just like
there is a shortage of supplies for consumers
there is a shortage of food that can be ordered
from the Central Texas Food Bank. The Central
Texas Food Bank is having “supply chain” issues.
Food pantries used to have a shopping list of 4
pages of items that could be ordered from the
CTFB; they now have one page of about 17
items!!
 Local church, business and school food drives
 Pickup from retail stores—Stores are donating
less as they are being asked to conserve
Chapter members can help those with food insecurity
by donating to our food drive at the next meeting on
October 19.
Any non-perishable foods will be
appreciated- cereal, any can goods such as beans, corn,
green beans, fruit, and soup.
We will divide the goods among the three food pantries.
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friends. Although associated with All Saints' Day and All
Souls' Day it has a much less solemn tone and is
portrayed as a holiday of joyful celebration rather than
mourning. Come downtown to watch the parade.
Traditions connected with the holiday include honoring
the deceased using calaveras and aztec marigold flowers
known as cempazúchitl, building home altars called
ofrendas with the favorite foods and beverages of the
departed, and visiting graves with these items as gifts for
the deceased. The celebration is not solely focused on
the dead, as it is also common to give gifts to friends such
as candy sugar skulls, to share traditional pan de muerto
with family and friends, and to write light-hearted often
irreverent epitaphs dedicated to living friends and
acquaintances. For more info view web page:
https://mexic-artemuseum.org/event/viva-la-vida2022/
A possible twilight Roll & Stroll in November. Here
is some information regarding the Waller Creek Light
show planned for November 11th - 20th. The 2022
Waller Creek Light Show invites the public to experience
10 nights of free dazzling, illuminated art along Waller
Creek. The event begins at 9th street and ends at
Waterloo Park on 12th St. Depending on the weather we
may do a short version of this walk on Nov. 15th or 16th.
(weekends are too crowded.) The Creek Show will be
open nightly 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Attendees will enjoy
nightly live music, food and beverages. This is a free
event but we need to reserve tickets. Currently we plan
to reserve 20 tickets. The park cement walkways are
wide, safe and will be lighted but I recommend you bring
a small flashlight. We will not walk all the way down to
the amphitheater but still be able to enjoy the activities.
Ask those members who have previously visited the park
in the daytime about their walking experience. Want a
description of what to expect at the park? Visit the web
page for details: https://waterloogreenway.org/events/
Each year the show commissions work by Austin-based
architects, landscape architects, artists, and designers to
create an amazing light display. Austinites will be dazzled
by this year’s awe-inspiring Creek Show installations,”
Christmas 2022- Yep - Time to say goodbye to summer
and prepare for the holiday season. We will be planning
a Roll & Stroll holiday dinner, shopping and again sing
"Silent Night" from the top of Austin Public Library. We
will try to keep cost reasonable but with high inflation it
is a difficult task. If you have ideas, please contact Pat or
Deborah. Text Deborah Fennell at 512-915-8414 or
contact Pat Thomas: Patthomas78745@yahoo (512)
441-1485
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From Where I sit
Nancy Crowther, AARP Chapter 2426
Vice-President
Project Connect- Back on Track
I had the pleasure of meeting with the Project Connect
Ambassador Network (PCAN) on September 28 th at their
new offices at 203 Colorado. This large area of meeting
rooms is available to all public groups. The attendees of
the meeting not only received refreshments but a great
discussion and ideas for the project to engage the
community. The City of Austin’s Project Connect Office
works collaboratively with other City departments and
our Project Connect partners, Austin Transit Partnership
and Capital Metro to implement the Project Connect
components.
As a refresher:
Project Connect is the City’s high-capacity transit system
expansion, which includes light rail lines, a downtown
subway, an expanded bus system, park and rides, and an
all-electric fleet. It is a component of the Austin Strategic
Mobility Plan. In November of 2020, voters approved a
property tax rate dedicating 8.75 cents of the operations
and maintenance portion of the tax rate for Project
Connect, and the City’s Project Connect Office is funded
through these tax dollars. To learn more about the
proposition and what was voted on, visit the 2020
Mobility Elections Proposition A webpage.
This dedicated tax revenue is transferred to the Austin
Transit Partnership, a local government corporation that
was created by the City and Capital Metro specifically to
design and construct Project Connect.
The City’s Project Connect Office provides the Austin
Transit Partnership with technical support and other
services needed to support the design and construction
of Project Connect infrastructure projects. Staff in the
City of Austin's Project Connect Office coordinate the
City’s participation in design reviews, utility
coordination, permitting, and environmental processes.
The City’s Housing and Planning Department is leading
the management and investments of the $300M funds
for anti-displacement programming.
Get Involved with Project Connect
— Project Connect is a community effort. Get Involved!
There are a variety of opportunities for you to share
your thoughts, opinions, and ideas on the
implementation of Project Connect. Visit the Project
Connect Get Involved page to learn about upcoming
workshops, meetings, and events.
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— Want to know more? Project Connect is a
comprehensive transit system expansion. Learn more at
the Project Connect website.
(Source: City of Austin Project Connect Website)

Chapter 2426 Treasurer’s Report

Bill Nicholson

Travel

Mario Macaluso
The day trip to the Norwegian Christmas Tour is
set up for December 3, 2022.

Membership Info…

There are 150 folks on the present list of active
members, i.e., those who have paid 2022
dues or are exempt from paying dues.
Since the September newsletter there are five new
members: Frank Gordan, Ernesto Loera, Rosa
Loera, Joe Ramirez, and Susan Smith. And we
welcome back Charles Houston.
The board of directors at its September meeting
approved the calendar year 2023 dues will be
$10.00 as has been for the past few years and dues
are to be paid in January, February, or March of
2023.

-Sign-up date: Wednesday, October 19, 2022 at monthly
meeting, in person, $65.00 per person (cash or check),
paid up members only
-Departure: 8 a. m. From SASAC, show up earlier to
check-in with Rosie, name tag necessary for everyone
-Parking: Kindly park away from the main entrance and
vicinity in consideration of fellow-seniors who come to
spend time at the Center.
-Norwegian luncheon is included
-42 seats available
This day trip to Clifton is very popular. Come early to
sign up.

The board of directors at its September meeting
approved the calendar year 2023 dues will be $10.00 as
has been for the past few years and dues are to be paid
in January, February, or March of 2023.
MEMBERSHIP ROSTER CHANGES
Changes of your mailing or email address, telephone
number or changing to dues exempt status upon
attaining 85 years old plus providing your AARP
Membership ID No. are provided on the Membership
Renewal or Updating Information form found on the
last page of the newsletter or available at a meeting
sign-in or Treasurer’s tables.
The chapter is required by AARP to have on file your
AARP Membership ID Number and Valid Thru date for
each chapter member. The number is on your red AARP
membership card and the label of National ARRP
mailings to you.
MAILING ADDRESS TO SUBMIT THE RENEWAL OR
CHANGE IN INFORMATION FORM
South Austin AARP Chapter 2426
c/o Bill Nicholson, Treasurer
12512 Gun Metal Dr.
Austin, TX 78739

2022 Officers

And Committee Chairs
Officers
President:
Crespin Guzman
737-222-8155
Vice President
Nancy Crowther 512-808-7486
Secretary:
Ed Gonzales
512-444-3335
Treasurer:
Bill Nicholson 512-481-8464
Assistant Treasurer: Rosie Perez
512-440-7050
Board of Directors (in addition to officers ):
Wanda Hasley 512-280-9276
Marie Martinez 512-276-4771
Committee Chairs
Community Service: Pat Thomas
512- 441-1485
Deborah Fennell 512-282-9931
Health:
Laura Dutton
512-740-9370
Gail Glick
214-808-6622
Hospitality:
Connie Flores
512-536-0694
Legislative:
Mary Ragland
512-280-2661
Membership:
Shirley Paz
512-689-7123
Isabel Moreno-Orta 512-554-5338
Newsletter Editor and Web Manager:
Diane McGowan
512-923-3218
Program:
Randy His,
512-663-8196
Phone Committee Chair:
Elaine Benton
512- 799-2224
Sunshine:
Kathryn Stone
512-441-6038
Travel
Mario Macaluso
512-432-5255
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CIVIC AND/OR COMMUNITY SERVICE BY
SOUTH AUSTIN AARP CHAPTER 2426 VOLUNTEERS
PLEASE EMAIL THIS INFORMATION TO ED GONZALES

Edgonzales7@gmail.com. If you do not have email,
mail to: Ed Gonzales, 710 Kinney Avenue, Austin, TX 78704
Note: You do not have to email the form. You may list the category and the hours
for that category and the total number of hours.
Name__________________________Address______________________Phone____________
Category
AARP Annual Day of Service
AARP Driver Safety Program
AARP Tax Aide

Hours

Hunger
Advocacy/Legislation/Information/Referral
Services
Education/Scholarships or other
Subtotal

Category
Hours
Fundraising for Community Service
Health & Wellness
Long-term Care/Nursing Home
Support
Independent Living/ In Home Care
Giving/Home Repairs
Independent Living: Transportation
Services
All Other Volunteer Areas
Subtotal
Total Volunteer Hours

South Austin AARP Chapter 2426
Annual Membership Renewal - 2022
Or Updating Information
PLEASE PRINT
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
City: ______________________ State: ____________Zip: _____________
Phone Number: (____) ____________
E-mail Address (Print Clearly) __________________________________________________________
National AARP Member No. ____________________ Valid Thru (Month and Year) ________/_______
Birthday (Month and Day) _______/________ Anniversary (Month and Day) _________/_________
Signature _____________________________________________ Date ________________________
Dues are $10.00 by cash or check.
Dues are waived if you are 85 or older: Yes, I am ______
Complete and bring this renewal for with your dues payment to the next meeting (checks payable to South Austin AARP
Chapter 2426).
OR mail this renewal form with your dues payment to:
South Austin AARP Chapter 2426, Bill Nicholson, Treasurer, 12512 Gun Metal Dr., Austin, TX 78739
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