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Website:   www.southaustinaarp.org 

June 2022

 Wednesday 
June 15, 1:30  p.m.   

Kathy Green of Texas AARP 
   
Kathy Green will give an update on hot buttons 
issues in Texas and the United States.   
  
 
 
 
 
In case you missed it, Spring came and went, and now it 
is Summertime!  What a wonderful time of year to be 
out and about taking in the warm sun that will be with us 
for a while to come.  The Chapter will do everything in its 
power to provide you with good programming, great 
travel destinations locally and in Central Texas and 
most of all socializing and fellowship!  Coming together 
is one of our important goals.  
All of the above are already in motion and if you missed 
any of them, just read the June newsletter.  What else is 
new you ask?  Well for one, there will not be an August 
General Membership meeting and at the July meeting 
we will  CELEBRATE our coming together after the 
pandemic with Fun, Food and Fellowship!!  However, 
the Board will continue to meet monthly in a more casual 
and relaxed manner but still with the ability to conduct 
business if necessary with focused and limited agendas.  
So in the spirit of song lyrics, “Summertime and the 
living is easy…” please, if you are planning to spend 
much time outside, be mindful of the heat and seek out 
the coolness available wherever you might find yourself.  
Stay safe and be happy! Enjoy the Summer of 2022. 
 
  
 
   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

My Experience Voting in Texas in 2022 
I have been voting by mail for years because I find it so 
convenient as I can mark my ballot while doing research 
on the candidates as I do so. However, there have been 
lots of changes to the voting process in Texas this year, 
so I was really concerned that my vote would not be 
counted. In January I sent an application to vote by mail, 
but in March I moved.  I assumed when I changed my 
voter registration address, it would also change the 
address for my mail-in ballot. I was wrong!  I didn’t vote 
early because I was waiting for my ballot to arrive.  When 
it didn’t arrive by election day on May 7, I went to vote 
in person.  Their records showed that I should have 
received my mail-in ballot, so I had to complete a 
provisional ballot, a very complicated procedure. As soon 
as I got home from voting, I again submitted an 
application to vote by mail with my new address.  When 
I had not received that mail-in ballot by a few days before 
the May 24 election, I called and learned they had not 
received the application, so I again had to complete a 
provisional ballot in person. You can be sure I will be 
watching for a mail-in ballot in November, and if I don’t 
receive it, I will again go in person and complete a 
provisional ballot because voting is very important to 
me. 
 
AARP Texas is working to make voting in Texas as easy 
as it can be.  They have developed a voting guide,  
https://states.aarp.org/texas/election-voting-guide and 
in Spanish, https://states.aarp.org/texas/elecciones-
guia-para-votar Keep these guides handy so your vote 
will be counted! 
If you plan to vote by mail, see their article “How to 
Vote by Mail in Texas” at the end of  this newsletter. 
 
 
 

Legislative  
Mary Ragland 

Message from the President   
Crespin Guzman 

South Austin Senior Activity Center    
Classes, Activities and Games have returned as of Monday, 
April 4th.   When you come to the Chapter 2426 AARP 
meeting, you may check at the front desk (on the left as you 
enter the center) for more information on the available 
activities. 
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Such an invigorating and heartfelt reunion we have had 
since we began meeting again—in person. I want to 
thank the members of Chapter 2426 for their 
participation in the meetings and for the activities that 
are back in force. A day trip is planned by Mario for July 
28th, I went on a Roll-n-Stroll with Pat and the gang. Tabs 
are being saved up for the Ronald McDonald House, and 
egg cartons and HEB heavy-duty plastic bags are being 
collected for food pantries. Bring them to the next 
meeting. Best of all, volunteers are eagerly taking over 
the duties of membership, sign-in, badges, and 
attendance reports for the Board, greeters, sunshine, 
and the list goes on. Thank you and I hope to see more 
familiar faces as we work on presentations educational 
and entertaining. 
 

The Affordable Connectivity Program Can Help SSI 
Recipients Pay Less for Internet Access 

 
Any household with an individual who receives 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is eligible to receive 
discounted internet service through the Affordable 
Connectivity Program (ACP). 
Internet access is now necessary for work, school, 
healthcare, and more. However, for many households, it 
remains unaffordable. The Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) wants everyone to access reasonably 
priced internet services. The FCC recently launched a 
new program to reduce the cost of getting online: 
Any household with an individual who receives 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is eligible to receive 
discounted internet service through the Affordable 
Connectivity Program (ACP). 
Internet access is now necessary for work, school, 
healthcare, and more. However, for many households, it 
remains unaffordable. The Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) wants everyone to access reasonably 
priced internet services. The FCC recently launched a 
new program to reduce the cost of getting online: 
The Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) provides a 
discount of up to: 
$30 per month toward internet service for eligible 
households. 
$75 per month for households on qualifying Tribal lands. 

Eligible households can also receive a one-time discount 
of up to $100 toward purchasing a laptop, desktop 
computer, or tablet from participating providers. 
Any household with an individual who receives 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is eligible to receive 
discounted internet service through the ACP. Social 
Security doesn’t count ACP assistance as income or a 
resource for SSI purposes. Receipt of this assistance will 
not affect a person’s SSI payment. 
  
SSI is one of several Qualifying Assistance Programs 
automatically eligible for the ACP. Use your personal My 
Social Security account to get an instant Benefit 
Verification Letter to prove you get SSI. 
Source: US Department of Health and Human Services 
 
 

 
 
Hi Fellow Travelers 
I am excited to inform you that the first day trip since 
2019 will take place this summer. 
Destination: Institute of Texan Cultures in San Antonio, 
Texas  with free time to visit or eat at the Tower of the 
Americas which is about a four- minute walk from the 
museum,  or to go by coach to the River Center to eat, 
shop and if time allows to go on a boat ride on your 
own.    Sign up is first come, first served. 
Date: July 28, 2022 
Departure at  8am from South Austin Seniors Center   
Leaving San Antonio at 4 pm 
Cost: $55.00 per person ( It includes a deluxe ADA 
coach, admission to the museum, gratuities, treats, 
water and raffle-drawings.) 
Make check payable to AARP CHAPTER 2426 
and give it to Rosie Perez, the Travel Co-Chair. 
Sign-up date: At the monthly meeting on June 15, 2022 
Sign-up is in person, but you can sign up for your 
spouse, partner or traveling companion. However, 
every participant must be a PAID- UP MEMBER. 
Enrollment is based on 35 people for this day-trip to go. 
Rosie Perez will also take additional names that she will 
place on a waiting list. 
Note: No refunds. 
However, you are not able to go and you find a 
person to take your place, you may get a full 
refund. 
 Warm greetings 
Mario Macaluso 

Travel 
Mario Macaluso 

From Where I sit 
 Nancy Crowther, AARP Chapter 2426 

Vice-President  
 



June 2022                                                       3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ROLL AND STROLL ALERT 
 

On Saturday JUNE 18TH we will take a Roll & Stroll 
to the Bob Bullock Museum to participate in UNITED 
NATIONS WORLD REFUGEE DAY. This free 
celebration includes a naturalization ceremony, free 
samples of world cuisine, live music, and activities. 
We formerly participated in this memorable 
celebration in 2019. We will meet at Wheatsville at 
10:00 a.m. to depart on bus #803. The celebration 
starts at 11:00 and we plan to leave the celebration 
at 2:30 heading for a late lunch/brunch at an 
undetermined location.  An additional Roll Alert will 
be sent to you with final details.  Yes, you can drive 
you own car but be aware that parking is very 
limited.  
Early Roll reservations are encouraged:  If you  have 
questions contact Pat Thomas via email 
patthomas78745@yahoo.com or text Deb Fennell 
at 512-915-8414 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO BECOME A UNITED STATES 
CITIZEN? 
The United States is known worldwide as the land of 
opportunity. People come from all over the world with 
dreams of achieving a better life for themselves and their 
families, laying down new roots and calling this great 
nation home. Their love for the opportunities and 
promise of America and their aspirations for its future 
strengthen the fabric of our nation. Attaining citizenship 
is a long journey. You have to earn it. 
Let us all pause and ask ourselves do we have the 
courage and stamina to do what is required to become a 
U S Citizen?  
To become a U.S. citizen you must meet the following 
requirements: 

 You must be 18 years of age or older  
 You must have authorization to live and work in 

the U.S. on a permanent basis (informally known 
as a green card) for at least five years (or three 
years, if married to a United States citizen). 

 You must have continuous residence in the U.S. 
for at least five years (or three years, if married 
to a United States citizen) and be physically 
present in the U.S. for at least half that time. 

 Must be able to read, write and speak basic 
English. (Some people do not have to speak 
English at all or answer any questions about 
United States history and civics, depending on 
many factors such as their age, time in the U.S. 
as green card holders, and if they have a 
disability.) 

 Must have a knowledge and understanding of 
the fundamentals of U.S. history and 
government. 

 Must be a person of “good moral character.” 
 Must take a loyalty oath to the United States and 

support the Constitution and form of 
government of the United States. 

The application process requires extensive personal 
history. Personal information about you, your parents, 
your spouse, and your children (if applicable)  Any arrests 
in your history? Where have you lived and worked during 
the last 5 years? Where have you traveled outside of the 
United States over the last 5 years? The nonrefundable 
application fee is $725.00. 
 

988 Crisis Hotline Number 
Information shared by Willie  Williams , Chair 
SASAC Advisory Board 
Starting July 16th, the 988 three-digit number for 
mental health and suicidal crises will go live in the 
U.S, including Texas. This is a result of a bipartisan 
action by Congress and FCC which was advocated 
for by NAMI and other mental health organizations. 
This number, like 911, will be an easy-to -remember 
number to call for anyone with a mental health 
crisis. A person or family member in crisis can call 
and will be connected with the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline Network to talk with a trained 
crisis management person. To make the 988 
number more effective, states and local 
communities need to have crisis response systems 
that include: A ‘local’ 24/7 crisis call center. Mobile 
crisis teams that can respond to situations that 
cannot be handled over the phone. A mobile crisis 
team can replace the police in many situations like 
this. Crisis stabilization programs are required to 
provide additional assistance in areas such as 

 Roll and Stroll and Community 
Service Committee 

Pat Thomas 
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follow-up care and outpatient services. The Austin 
area is lucky to have all three of these systems in 
place, at least to some extent. Austin has a local 
helpline through Integral Care (512-472-4357). 
Integral Care also provides many other services. The 
Austin Police Department and Georgetown Police 
Department have mental health officers that can 
respond to crises (ask for a mental health officer 
when calling). To learn more about the 988-help 
number and advocating for support of program such 
as the above, please see NAMI’s reimagine crisis 
page at: reimaginecrisis.org/. 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
DUES FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2022 

A member’s dues are $10 payable to South Austin 
AARP 
Chapter 2426.  Dues can be paid before each 
member 
meeting at the Treasurer’s table across from the  
sign-in table. 
 
2022 MEMBER DUES STATISTICS 
Membership Roster lists:                         181 
Members exempt from paying dues:       17 
Dues paying members:                             164 
Members who have paid 2022 dues:       95  (58%)                                        
 
MEMBERSHIP ROSTER CHANGES  
Changes of your mailing or email address, 
telephone  
number or changing to dues exempt status upon  
attaining 85 years old plus providing your AARP 
Membership ID No. are provided on the 
Membership 
Renewal form found on the last page of the 
newsletter 
or available at a meeting sign-in or Treasurer’s 
tables. 
 

The chapter is required by AARP to have on file the 
 AARP Membership ID Number and Valid Thru for 
each 
chapter member.  The information is on your AARP  
membership card. 
 
MAILING ADDRESS TO PAY DUES BY MAIL 
AND/OR    
SUBMIT THE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 
South Austin AARP Chapter 2426     
c/o Bill Nicholson, Treasurer 
12512 Gun Metal Dr.       
Austin, TX  78739  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Officers 
President:                     Crespin Guzman          737-222-8155 
Vice President              Nancy Crowther      512-808-7486 
Secretary:                      Ed Gonzales            512-444-3335 
Treasurer:                     Bill Nicholson    512-481-8464  
Assistant Treasurer:     Rosie Perez              512-440-7050 
Board of Directors (in addition to officers ):  
Wanda Hasley 512-280-9276 
Marie Martinez  512-276-4771   
Committee Chairs 
Community Service:      Pat Thomas              512- 441-1485  
                                          Deborah Fennell    512-282-9931  
Health:                           Laura Dutton        512-740-9370 
                                          Gail Glick                  214-808-6622 
Hospitality:                     Connie Flores           512-536-0694 
Legislative:         Mary Ragland           512-280-2661 
Membership:        Shirley Paz               512-689-7123 
                                          Isabel Moreno-Orta   512-554-5338       
Newsletter Editor and Web Manager: 

         Diane McGowan         512-923-3218 
Program:               Randy His                 512-663-8196 
Phone Committee Chair:    
                                           Elaine Benton            512- 799-2224 
Sunshine:                           Kathryn Stone           512-441-6038 
Travel                               Mario Macaluso       512-432-5255   
 

 
 

Chapter 2426 Treasurer’s Report  
Bill Nicholson 

 

Volunteer Hours 
Ed Gonzales 

May :  129 hours 
Total  for 2022 to date :  1639 Hours 

Please send or email your number of volunteer hours.  
Look on the last page of the newsletter for the form.   
  

2022 Officers 
 And Committee Chairs 
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CIVIC AND/OR COMMUNITY SERVICE BY 
 SOUTH AUSTIN AARP CHAPTER 2426 VOLUNTEERS 

PLEASE EMAIL THIS INFORMATION TO  ED GONZALES  
Edgonzales7@gmail.com.  If you do not have email,  

mail to: Ed Gonzales,  710 Kinney Avenue, Austin,TX 78704 

Note: You do not have to email the form. You may list the category and the hours 
for that category and the total number of hours. 

Name__________________________Address______________________Phone____________ 

Category Hours Category Hours 
AARP Annual Day of Service  Fundraising for Community Service  
AARP Driver Safety Program  Health & Wellness  
 AARP Tax Aide  Long-term Care/Nursing Home 

Support 
 

Hunger  Independent Living/ In Home Care 
Giving/Home Repairs 

 

Advocacy/Legislation/Information/Referral 
Services 

 Independent Living: Transportation 
Services 

 

Education/Scholarships or other   All Other Volunteer Areas  
Subtotal  Subtotal  

Total Volunteer Hours  
                                                          

                                                       South Austin AARP Chapter 2426 
                                  Annual Membership Renewal - 2022 
 
PLEASE PRINT 
Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address:  __________________________________________________________________________ 
City:  ______________________ State:  ____________Zip:  _____________ 
Phone Number: (____) ____________   
E-mail Address (Print Clearly) __________________________________________________________ 
National AARP Member No.  ____________________ Valid Thru (Month and Year) ________/_______ 
Birthday (Month and Day) _______/________   Anniversary (Month and Day) _________/_________ 
Signature _____________________________________________ Date ________________________ 
 
Dues are $10.00 by cash or check.                   Dues are waived if you are 85 or older:  Yes, I am ______   
Complete and bring this renewal for with your dues payment to the next meeting (checks payable to South Austin AARP 
Chapter 2426). 
OR mail this renewal form with your dues payment to: 
     South Austin AARP Chapter 2426, Bill Nicholson, Treasurer, 12512 Gun Metal Dr., Austin, TX 78739 
 
Please check any committee(s) on which you are interested in serving: 

____ Program ____ Membership ____ Hospitality                    ____   Telephone 
____ Sunshine ____ Legislative ____ Community Serv     ____   Health Care 
____ Travel (ad hoc) ____ Public Relations ____ Newsletter  

 



How to vote by mail in Texas 

 

1. You must fall under one of six situations to vote by mail in Texas: 
• 65 years of age or older on Election Day; 
• Sick or disabled; 
• Expecting to give birth within three weeks before or after 

Election Day; 
• Absent from the county of registration during the Early 

Voting period and on Election Day; 
• Civilly committed under Chapter 841 of the Texas Health and 

Safety Code; or 
• Confined in jail, but otherwise eligible. 

 
2. Request an Application for a Ballot by Mail (ABBM) from your 

local county early voting clerk, the Secretary of State’s office, or 
download one from the Secretary of State’s website: 
https://votetexas.gov.  
 

3. Once you receive your ABBM, fill it out, providing: your Texas 
Driver’s License Number, Texas Personal Identification Number, or 
Election Certificate Number provided by the Texas Department of 
Public Safety. If you have not been issued one of the numbers 
above, provide the last four digits of your Social Security Number. 
 

4. If you are voting by mail because you are 65 or older or disabled, 
you may use a single application to request all of the ballots for 
that calendar year. 
 

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.841.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.841.htm


5. Once you receive your ballot by mail, mark your choices as 
directed by the instructions on the ballot envelope. 
 

6. After you mark your ballot, place your voted ballot in the 
envelope marked “BALLOT ENVELOPE” and seal the ballot 
envelope. 
 

7. Place the ballot envelope in the carrier envelope. 
 

8. Before sealing the carrier envelope, you must include in the space 
provided: 

• The number of your Texas Driver’s License Number, Texas 
Personal Identification Number, or Election Certificate 
Number provided by the Texas Department of Public Safety. 

• If you have not been issued any of the above, write the last 
four digits of your Social Security number. 

• If you do not have either, provide a statement that you not 
been issued any of the numbers. 
 

9. Seal the carrier envelope and sign it, then return to your county’s 
Early Voting Clerk by mail, by common or contract carrier, or in 
person on Election Day at your county’s Early Voting Clerk’s office. 
 

10. You can track your ballot by mail by entering in information 
on the Secretary of State’s office Ballot by Mail tracker on the 
Secretary of State’s website. 


