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South Austin AARP 
Chapter 2426 

“Back Together Again” 
 

Website:   www.southaustinaarp.org 

April 2022

 Wednesday 
April 20, 1:30  p.m.   

 South Austin Senior Activity Center. 
3911 Menchaca Rd, Austin, TX 78704   

 
Masking is required for City staff but strictly optional for 
visitors like our group.  No food will be allowed but we 
can bring our own personal beverage/container with 
drink and if it is water, one can get refills there. 
 

Rodney Franklin  
Texas State Parks Director 

Spring is finally here. Please join us as we welcome 
back Mr.  Rodney Franklin for an encore 
presentation on Texas parks. Mr. Franklin will meet 
us IN PERSON on April 20 at 1:30 p.m.at SASAC. 
 
Mr. Franklin serves as the Division Director for Texas 
State Parks. He will tell us about park updates and any 
questions we have on our Texas park system.  He is a 
dynamic speaker and passionate about Texas parks!"  
 
 Mr. Franklin leads over 1300 State Parks employees that 
care for 88 Texas State Parks. He is a National 
Conservation Leadership Institute Fellow. He has 
enjoyed impacting the mission of the agency, which 
allows him to protect and conserve the wild places and 
spaces of the great State of Texas. Throughout his 30-
year career, Rodney has been able to work with both 
conservation professionals and future stewards. As 
Director, he is excited to work with even more of the over 
3,000 colleagues at TPWD to help protect the resources 
of Texas. Like many that work for State Parks, he enjoys 
the outdoors and the work we do at TPWD. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
WE ARE BACK!!!  And if you do not believe it, just show 
up at our next meeting on Wednesday, April 20th at 
1:30pm at our old stomping grounds, South Austin Senior 
Activity Center on Menchaca Road. 
I am sure that you are as ready as I am to get back into a 
quasi/familiar routine.  There are no masks required 
(except for SASAC staff) and the new start time allows for 
a bit more time for staff to get the room prepared for the 
meeting.  Please be patient with us all as we will have to 
observe a few new procedural matters, like no food 
allowed. Overall, the results are not as bad as we may 
have anticipated and we should, with your help and 
understanding, be able to readily adjust and make it our 
“New Normal”.  Please read your newsletter and be on 
the lookout for mention of the new procedures by others 
contributing to articles to it.   
The Board is looking for a member whom might be 
interested in becoming the new Membership Chair as 
our friend Ms. Joanne Cepero has moved away and is no 
longer a member of our chapter.  This would be an 
appointment by me, with support of the Board, for the 
remainder of this year.  Our normal election process for 
2023 officers will begin during the Fall and end prior to 
the end of the year.  
I am very pleased with the current Leadership Group in 
place and as of this writing, all seemed to have agreed to 
continue through the end of the year.  The Board has 
plenty of organizational work that began during the 
pandemic and we expect to finish it this summer as we 
adjust to different requirements.   
But, like I have said before, “We couldn’t have done it 
without your efforts, so let’s keep on trucking and expect 
a much more pleasant ride into 2023!” 
Stay safe. 

Message from the President   
Crespin Guzman 
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I won’t hold you in suspense…effective 
immediately, AARP Chapters can resume all normal 
activities and operations. 
There are rules we must follow as conditions might 
change. 
In-person, attendance is completely voluntary and at the 
discretion of the individual. 
 AARP Chapter must continue to put the health and 
safety of their members as the main priority when 
deciding to convene a meeting or conduct a public 
activity. 
The Chapter Board and the South Austin Senior Center 
management are really slap-happy to welcome our 
members to join us on April 20th at 1:30 pm at SASAC.  
 We changed the time to allow folks to eat lunch 

before coming to the meeting. We will not be serving 
or having any snacks or drink during our meetings.   

 Please bring a refillable water bottle or a drink of your 
choice. We gotta be safe.   

 Please wear your AARP yellow lanyard with your 
chapter 2426 name badge.  

Check-in at the Membership Table as you enter the 
room. We need to confirm membership for our records 
and for participation in SASAC. If you need to pay your 
dues, our treasurer Bill Nicholson will be stationed and 
ready to get you signed up with current dues.  
What a wonderful time we can anticipate having now 
that we can join in fellowship, in person. Thank you for 
your patience and understanding. The pandemic was 
hard on all our 2426 members, but I knew we would be 
back together!  
 
 
  
 
 We have another election coming up on May 7, 
2022!   
Important Dates 
First Day of Early Voting in Person     

Monday, April 25, 2022 
Last Day to Apply for Ballot by Mail             

Tuesday, April 26, 2022 
https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/voter/reqabb
m.shtml 
 

Last Day of Early Voting in Person               
              Tuesday, May 3, 2022 

Election Day     Saturday, May 7, 2022 
For more information and resources for voting in Texas, 
please visit VoteTexas.gov 
To find your personal ballot, visit  
https://countyclerk.traviscountytx.gov/departments/ele
ctions/current-election/ 
 
Two propositions of special interest to seniors: 
Proposition Number 1:  SJR 2 (87th Legislature, 2nd 
Special Session) proposes a constitutional amendment 
authorizing the legislature to provide for the reduction of 
the amount of a limitation on the total amount of 
property taxes that may be imposed for general 
elementary and secondary public school purposes on the 
residence homestead of a person who is elderly or 
disabled in order to reflect any statutory reduction in the 
maximum compressed rate of the maintenance and 
operations taxes imposed for those purposes on the 
person’s homestead from the preceding tax year. 
Proposition Number 2:  SJR 2 (87th Legislature, 3rd 
Special Session) proposes a constitutional amendment 
increasing the amount of the residence homestead 
exemption from property taxes for public school 
purposes from $25,000 to $40,000. 
For further information about these propositions, visit  
https://ballotpedia.org/Texas_Proposition_1,_Property
_Tax_Limit_Reduction_for_Elderly_and_Disabled_Resid
ents_Amendment_(May_2022) 
 
City of Austin ballot: 
Proposition A, the Marijuana Decriminalization and 
Prohibit No-Knock Warrants Initiative, is on the ballot 
for Austin voters in Travis County, Texas, on May 7, 
2022. 

A "yes" vote supports amending the city's code to 
add a new section to prohibit Austin police from 
issuing any citations or making any arrests for 
misdemeanor marijuana possession offenses and to 
prohibit the use of no-knock warrants. 

A "no" vote opposes amending the city's code to 
add a new section to prohibit Austin police from 
issuing any citations or making any arrests for 
misdemeanor marijuana possession offenses and to 
prohibit the use of no-knock warrants. 

 
 

Legislative  
Mary Ragland 

From Where I sit 
 Nancy Crowther, AARP Chapter 2426 

Vice-President  
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Chapter 2426 Vice President, Nancy Crowther meets 
with US Secretary of Transportation, Pete Buttigieg, 
and Mayor Steve Adler during Transportation 
recognition in Austin on March 21, 2022 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 

  
A BIT OF AUSTIN HISTORY 
Commentary by Pat Thomas 

 
A bit of Austin history.  On April 4th a Roll & Stroll 
group traveled via Bus #803 to visit the Plfuger 
Pedestrian Bridge.  As we walked over the bridge 
and enjoyed the beauty of Austin, we also learned 
the history of some of the sights that we were able 
to view.  In the past many of us have visited the 
public library and the adjacent area called Seaholm 
District.  Today the Seaholm district is a delightful 
area with restaurants, shops and a small bridge over 
Shoal Creek leading to shops along 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
sts.  I will share with you the history of this area.  In 
1951 the Seaholm Power Plant was created to 
provide electric power to Austin.  At that time it 
provided electric service to a growing city of 
134,000 residents.  Sitting alone on the riverbank its 

proud “City of Austin Power Plant” vintage lettering 
easily visible for miles remains as a reference to the 
city’s past and one of its current iconic landmarks. 
The plant was decommissioned in 1989. The area 
was pretty much an abandoned unused space. 
Tensions soon arose between developers and 
preservationists regarding redevelopment of the 
area. Ideas varied from museum to aquarium to 
music venue, but eventually the increasing pressure 
of development in the finite geography of the 
downtown district caused the City to approve an 
investor’s proposal to repurpose the site into a 
mixed-use development and residential tower, with 
the power generation facility converted into private 
office space. Transitioning the city-held property 
into private hands required sensitivity and 
thoughtfulness. Mindful of the building’s history 
and location adjacent to parks and transit hubs, the 
architects carefully incorporated pedestrian-
friendly walkways, a large public lawn space for 
events overlooking the river, and an inner courtyard 
from which one can admire the old smokestacks of 
the power plant. The architects preserved some of 
the plant’s original boilers and 75-foot gantry crane, 
and the old turbine hall inside remains open to 
visitors. The property participated in the Austin 
Energy Green Building program and most 
impressive was the transformation of the plant’s old 
water-cooling systems into a high-capacity 
rainwater collection system capable of storing and 
supplying the property’s irrigation needs.  
The estimated population of Austin in 2020 was 
961,835. I do not know if we have reached the one 
million mark yet. At the last census Austin was 
classified as the 11th largest city in the country.  We 
will continue to grow; we will not get smaller. That 
is why public transportation is vital to making Austin 
an enjoyable livable city.  As our group stood in awe 
looking from the bridge at the skyline covered with 
skyscrapers we offered our hopes that Austin will be 
a thriving city for all cultures and all ages.  I bring you 
some information on one of the newer buildings 
called "The Independent".  From a distance it looks 
like toy blocks stacked irregularly on each other. The 
reality is that it is 58 floors tall with 370 residential 
units.  Think you might want to buy a unit? Think 

 Roll and Stroll and Community 
Service Committee 

Pat Thomas 
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again, all units were sold before the building was 
completed.  What is the next taller building under 
construction?  Ask a Roll & Stroll participant!! 
Sources: 
https://www.imagesfromtexas.com/photo/before-
sunrise-austin-325-1/ 
https://www.populationu.com/cities/austin-
population# 
 
 
  
  
 
Fellow Travelers, 
 
April 20, 2022 is a significant date for our AARP 
Chapter 2426. We are beginning to get together 
again.  Finally we are coming out of a long dark 
tunnel. This means good news for day-trips  to start 
again at the appropriate time after approval from 
the board. 
Be well and smile. 
 

University of Texas at Austin-Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute 

 
The University of Texas at Austin Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute (UT OLLI) is quite an extensive title, but it is also 
an extensive opportunity for those who are looking to 
enjoy meaningful programs for learning and social 
engagement. OLLI, was originally started by Bernard 
Osher, a 90+ year old philanthropist and businessman 
who believes in practicing what you preach. He took up 
piano in his 80's and recently took up surfing!  
OLLI at UT came together from the university's original 
adult learning community. There are five current OLLI 
programs: SAGE, NOVA, LAMP, QUEST and FORUM. All 
five programs, while similar, all have their own flare. 
LAMP is all lecture-based while FORUM and NOVA are 
both lecture and seminar-based learning.  
Members of OLLI come from all walks of life and bring a 
lifetime of experiences to the classroom. All program 
members can enjoy experiential activities, such as travel, 
field trips, service projects, book clubs and memoir 
writing. UT OLLI courses are a non-credit academic 
program, unlike other Lifelong Learning Institutes 
around the country. 

 As a member of UT OLLI, you will not learn to play 
bridge, knit, or crochet. Osher Institutes are exclusively 
hosted at universities and colleges and in almost all 
instances academic in nature. If you are interested in 
joining, you can still get in on the fun. Check out the UT 
OLLI website at OLLI.utexas.edu.  Programming is 
uniquely developed and driven by member interests as a 
way to enhance collaboration and program engagement. 
 OLLI also gives you the opportunity to learn about topics 
you thought you may not have any interest in, but 
afterwards you may find one of those to be your favorite 
of the session! Members have said to the UT OLLI 
Director, Julie Martenson, "I came to OLLI for the 
academics, but I stayed because of the friends I have 
made through membership." There are so many fun and 
interesting topics, and members can participate in as 
many as they would like.  
A testimonial from Don, a UT FORUM member since 
2005: 
“My wife Peggy and I moved to Austin from the Los 
Angeles area in 2005, with me in retirement and Peggy 
still in the workforce.  
One of the most important reasons for our move was to 
take part in a continuing education program here at the 
University of Texas Austin. I learned of the Osher 
Institute of Lifelong Learning (OLLI) located at the 
University and was able to join UT FORUM.  
The program is member/volunteer driven and gave us 
the opportunity to join a committee developing a 
program that met our needs. Speakers are provided by 
local professors, medical and businesspeople, educators 
in the community and many other sources.  
I was able to work on the lecture committee from the 
beginning and have held several other offices during my 
time with Forum, including Chair of the Executive 
Committee. 
In addition to the education benefits, there is also the 
wonderful social interactions with other members, a 
benefit so important to seniors. These benefits include 
many outside events and visits, wine club/happy hours, 
dinners, book clubs and other gatherings. Many 
friendships were formed due to these interactions. Our 
involvement with the OLLI program has been one of the 
most gratifying activities of my life and I would 
recommend it to all”. 
 
To learn more, or to give the gift of learning, visit our 
website:  https://olli.utexas.edu/join 
  
  
 

Travel 
Mario Macaluso 
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Officers 
President:                     Crespin Guzman          737-222-8155 
Vice President              Nancy Crowther      512-808-7486 
Secretary:                      Ed Gonzales            512-444-3335 
Treasurer:                     Bill Nicholson    512-481-8464  
Assistant Treasurer:     Rosie Perez              512-440-7050 
Board of Directors (in addition to officers ):  
Wanda Hasley 512-280-9276 
Marie Martinez  512-276-4771   
Committee Chairs 
Community Service:      Pat Thomas              512- 441-1485  
                                          Deborah Fennell    512-282-9931  
Health:                           Laura Dutton        512-740-9370 
                                          Gail Glick                  214-808-6622 
Hospitality:                     Connie Flores           512-536-0694 
Legislative:         Mary Ragland           512-280-2661 
Membership:        Vacant 
Newsletter Editor and Web Manager: 

         Diane McGowan         512-923-3218 
Program:               Randy His                 512-663-8196 
Phone Committee Chair:    
                                           Elaine Benton            512- 799-2224 
Sunshine:                           Kathryn Stone           512-441-6038 
Travel                               Mario Macaluso       512-432-5255   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DUES FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2022 
A member’s dues is $10 and is payable to South Austin 
AARP Chapter 2426. Dues can be paid at the beginning 
of each member meeting beginning Wednesday, 
April 20, at a table across from the sign-in table. 
 
2022 MEMBER DUES STATISTICS 
Membership Roster lists:                         176 
Exempt from paying dues:                         16 
Dues paying members:                             160 
Members who have paid 2022 dues:       64   40%                                       
 
MEMERSHIP ROSTER CHANGES  
Changes of  your mailing  or  email  address, telephone  
number   or   changing   to   dues  exempt  status  upon  
attaining  85  years  old  plus   providing  your  National  
Membership No.  are  submitted   on  the  Membership 
Renewal form found on the last page of the newsletter. 
 
MAILING ADDRESS TO PAY DUES BY MAIL AND/OR    
SUBMIT THE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 
South Austin AARP Chapter 2426     
c/o Bill Nicholson, Treasurer 
12512 Gun Metal Dr.       
Austin, TX  78739  
 

  

 

Chapter 2426 Treasurer’s Report  
Bill Nicholson 

 

2022 Officers 
 And Committee Chairs 

Volunteer Hours 
Ed Gonzales 

Total  for March:  364 hours 
Total  for 2022 :  1268 Hours 

Please turn in your volunteer hours.  The form 
is at the end of the newsletter and may be 
turned in at the April Meeting or mailed. 
  



 

April 2022                                                       6 
 

CIVIC AND/OR COMMUNITY SERVICE BY 
 SOUTH AUSTIN AARP CHAPTER 2426 VOLUNTEERS 

PLEASE EMAIL THIS INFORMATION TO  ED GONZALES  
Edgonzales7@gmail.com.  If you do not have email,  

mail to: Ed Gonzales,  710 Kinney Avenue, Austin,TX 78704 
Note: You do not have to email the form. You may list the category and the hours 

for that category and the total number of hours. 
Name__________________________Address______________________Phone____________ 

Category Hours Category Hours 
AARP Annual Day of Service  Fundraising for Community Service  
AARP Driver Safety Program  Health & Wellness  
 AARP Tax Aide  Long-term Care/Nursing Home 

Support 
 

Hunger  Independent Living/ In Home Care 
Giving/Home Repairs 

 

Advocacy/Legislation/Information/Referral 
Services 

 Independent Living: Transportation 
Services 

 

Education/Scholarships or other   All Other Volunteer Areas  
Subtotal  Subtotal  

Total Volunteer Hours  
                                                          

South Austin AARP Chapter 2426 
                                        Annual Membership Renewal - 2022 
PLEASE PRINT 
Name _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 
City _______________________________________State ______________ Zip __________________ 
Phone Number ____________________________National AARP Member No.  __________________  
Birthday (Month and Day) _______/________   Anniversary (Month and Day) _________/_________ 
E-mail Address (Print Clearly) __________________________________________________________ 
Signature _____________________________________________ Date ________________________ 
 
Dues are $10.00 by cash or check                              Dues are waived if you are 85 or older:  Yes ______   
Complete and mail this renewal with your payment to (checks should be made payable to South Austin AARP Chapter 
2426). 
South Austin AARP Chapter 2426, Bill Nicholson, 12512 Gun Metal Dr., Austin, TX 78739 
 
Please check any committee(s) on which you are interested in serving: 

____ Program ____ Membership ____ Hospitality                    ____   Telephone 
____ Sunshine ____ Legislative ____ Community Serv     ____   Health Care 
____ Travel (ad hoc) ____ Public Relations ____ Newsletter  

 
 


