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Wednesday
December 15, 1:00 p.m.
Christmas Traditions
Mario Macaluso
Please join us on December 15th at 1:00 PM for our AARP
meeting. Our program will be a Zoom lecture by Mario
Macaluso. Title will be Christmas Traditions: How
Itallians celebrate during the Christmas season. Mark
your calendar for this treat.

Chapter 2426 Dues for 2022
The Board of Directors approved annual dues of $10.00
to continue for the year 2022. Please pay your dues in
January through March and with your payment please
provide an Annual Membership Renewal – 2022 form.
The form helps confirm the accuracy of your information
on the Membership Roster. The form is provided in the
monthly newsletter on the last page and is available at
the check-in desk when we return to in-person meetings.
Remember you are required to have national AARP
membership to be a Chapter 2426 member.
I have been asked a few times about deductibility of
dues. Chapter 2426 is exempt from paying federal
income tax since it operates pursuant to AARP’s status
under the United States Internal Revenue Code (IRS) as a
501(c)(4) “social welfare” organization. Because of the
“social welfare” status a member cannot take a
deduction for dues paid and contributions made to
Chapter 2426 pursuant to IRS Code 501(c)(4).
Chapter members get mailings from the AARP
Foundation, AARP’s charitable affiliate. If you contribute
to the AARP Foundation, a “charitable”organization”
pursuant to IRS Code 501(c)(3), your donation can be tax
deductible when you itemize.
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Message from the President

Crespin Guzman

It is all about celebrating and in this case, it is all about
Christmas!
Sad to say but it seems that both Halloween and
Thanksgiving are giving way to Christmas in order to fight
inflation. Even our neighbor has all her outdoor lights up
on the trees, along the walk and the house. Where did
this year go?
For us in the Chapter not much changed with our intent
to keep our membership informed about the light at the
end of the tunnel. Even though we can see it, we still do
not have it in our grasp. But this will not deter us from
making the most of it in 2022 and we want you, our
members, to be right there with us as we leave this
pandemic maze with all its trappings behind!
If you are wondering if we will meet in person anytime
soon, well the answer is yes, we will. What I can tell you
now is that it will not be like before with food and drink
and attendees numbering close to or above 100
persons.
Our December Board of Directors meeting on
Wednesday, December 8th will be in person and it will
be focused on just how we can make 2022 work best for
us. It is quite likely that it can be a combination of Zoom
and in person meetings. However, I fully expect all
Board of Directors meetings to be in person and
hopefully at a place yet to be determined that can
accommodate us. We will begin with small steps and
initially will keep the Zoom programming for a while
unless we can come up with more innovative approaches
without breaking any national or local policies for AARP
gatherings re: COVID 19.
As I have said before and I will say it again, if any of you
have any ideas that the Board of Directors can consider
trying, then be sure to communicate them to us. In the
meantime, stay safe and celebrate Thanksgiving and
Christmas!
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11/26/21 - 12/26/21
Peppermint Parkway -Circuit of The Americas
Peppermint Parkway is a magical experience at
Austin's Circuit of The Americas. This year, the
holiday spectacular will be transformed into a onemile driving attraction that immerses visitors in
millions of holiday lights synchronized to joyful
holiday classics.
peppermintparkway.com Tickets start at $40.00
11/27/21 - 12/30/21
Austin Trail of Lights Zilker Park
The 57th Annual Trail of Lights is part of the essential
Austin experience, lighting up the season with a
celebration of community, memories and fun. This
year, the spectacular trail will return as a drive-thru
event. Arrive early with a Dash Pass, or cruise
through the night with General Admission.
austintrailoflights.org

Roll and Stroll and Community
Service Committee

Pat Thomas

AUSTIN EVENTS FOR DECEMBER
I truly miss our traditional gift bags for Drive A Senior.
There are other ways to give with an open heart and
volunteer with your time or make a monetary gift. Just
mentioning a few choices:

Keep Austin Fed is a food rescue organization that
works to reduce hunger and help the environment
by providing surplus food to those in need.
Volunteers are needed for “food rescue runs”—
using their own cars to pick food up from donor
businesses and deliver it to designated partner
organizations that have charitable feeding
operations. 3903 S. Congress Ave., Ste. 40760,
Austin. 512-831-3654. www.keepaustinfed.org
We Are Blood is the guardian of the community
blood supply for more than 40 medical facilities in
Central Texas. Volunteers assist with blood drives,
serve refreshments in donor centers, provide office
support and transport blood donations using the
center’s vehicles. 4300 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin. 512206-1266. www.weareblood.org
El Buen Samaritano is an outreach ministry of the
Episcopal Diocese of Texas that helps families lead
healthy and productive lives through high-quality,
affordable health care and education. It is one of
many food pantries distributing food to the hungry.
7000 Woodhue Drive, Austin. 512-439-8900.
www.elbuen.org

12/2/21 - 12/5/21
Austin Fashion Week - The Domain
The annual Austin Fashion Week, hosted by Fashion
by Texas, returns this December for in-person,
outdoor runway shows. More details to be
announced later in the year.
fashionbyevents.com
12/2/21 - 1/30/22 (closed on select dates)
Luminations -Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
At the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, stroll
through an outdoor botanical oasis decked out in
sparkling lights during the nightly Luminations, with
plenty of space to explore.
wildflower.org

MAY YOU AND YOUR FAMILY ENJOY THE
CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES IN AUSTIN
December 2021 Austin Events and Festivals
11/19/21 - 12/24/21 -Blue Genie Art Bazaar
The Blue Genie Art Bazaar is a fixture of the Austin
holiday season. With in-person and virtual shopping
alternatives, shoppers can browse thousands of
original works ranging from serious art to fun and
kitschy items. A great way to buy hassle-free holiday
gifts
and
support
local
artists.
bluegenieartbazaar.com
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12/4/21
Downtown Holiday Stroll
Congress Avenue, between Ninth Street & 11th
Street
The stroll returns this December with free, familyfriendly activities to celebrate the season. Visit
downtown Austin for holiday festivities like the
holiday shopping passport, pop-ups, appearances
by Mr. & Mrs. Claus, holiday window and light
displays and the signature 45-foot downtown tree.
downtownholidaystroll.com
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12/4/21 - 12/23/21
Ballet Austin's "The Nutcracker"
Long Center for the Performing Arts
Ballet Austin will against host it's beloved holiday
tradition with the 59th annual performance of The
Nutcracker. The ballet production also includes
music by the Austin Symphony Orchestra.
balletaustin.org

December Holidays
Around the World

Few months present as many multicultural
celebrations as December. From Christmas to
Omisoka, the last month of the year is a “world of
holidays.”

12/9/21 - 12/18/21
Ventana Ballet's "The Watchmaker's Song"
Neill-Cochran House Museum
An Austin holiday favorite returns. The
Watchmaker’s Song is a jazzy and interactive reimagination of the classic story of the The
Nutcracker. This is a Nutcracker for everyone. The
Watchmaker’s Song is an immersive dance-theatre
production based on the beloved ballet, The
Nutcracker, performed by Ventana Ballet at the
historic Neill-Cochran House Museum.
ventanaballet.com/watchmaker

In the Christian faith, Christmas is the historical
celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. Whether
celebrated for this religious reason or solely as a
cultural celebration, Christmas traditions vary
around the world. While Americans celebrate with
Christmas trees, visits from Santa Claus, and dreams
of
snowy
landscapes,
Christmas
falls
during Australia’s summer, where it is popular to go
camping or to the beach over the holiday. Some
Australians decorate a “Christmas Bush,” a native
Australian tree with small green leaves and flowers
that turn red during the summer.
In England, Christmas traditions are similar to those
in the United States, but instead of leaving milk and
cookies for Santa Claus, children leave mince pies
and brandy for Father Christmas. In Iceland, capital
city Reykjavik turns into a winter wonderland with
its Christmas market and for the children, there is
not one but thirteen Santas, known as Yule Lads.
One arrives each night in the thirteen days before
Christmas, leaving small gifts in shoes left in window
sills.

12/17/21 - 12/19/21
Armadillo Christmas Bazaar - Palmer Events Center
For 45+ seasons, the Armadillo Christmas Bazaar has
been a fine art shopping destination featuring
national and local award-winning artists alongside
live music in a festive, lively atmosphere. This year,
Armadillo Bazaar Outside will offer a three-day inperson event to create a safe, family friendly fineart scene. Experience a selection of curated artists
with works to excite every art lover, collector, or
first-time visitor; plus, live local music, surrounded
by the sights of the city. armadillobazaar.com

Happy

12/29/21
Kwanzaa Ujamaa Marketplace - George Washington
Carver Museum
Visit the Carver Museum's annual Kwanzaa Ujuamaa
celebration to shop local artists, craftspeople, small
business owners and other vendors. In past years,
the event has also included educational and familyfriendly activities. More details to be announced
soon.
austintexas.gov
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Hannukka
h

Hanukkah, or Chanukah, is an eight-day Jewish
celebration that commemorates the re-dedication
of the Second Temple in Jerusalem following the
Maccabean Revolt. Those who took part in the rededication witnessed what they believed to be a
miracle. Even though there was only enough
untainted oil to keep the menorah’s candles burning
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for a single day, the flames continued to burn for
eight nights.
Also known as the Festival of Lights, Hanukkah
begins on the 25th of Kislev on the Hebrew calendar.
Celebrations revolve around lighting the menorah.
On each of the holiday’s eight nights, another candle
is added to the menorah after sundown. The ninth
candle, called the shamash (“helper”), is used to
light the others. Typically, blessings are recited and
traditional Hanukkah foods such as potato pancakes
(latkes) and jam-filled donuts (sufganiyot) are fried
in oil. Other Hanukkah customs include playing with
dreidels and exchanging gifts.

were traditionally given the day off to celebrate
Christmas with their families.
Boxing Day has now become a public holiday in the
United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and New
Zealand, among other countries. In England, soccer
matches and horse races often take place on Boxing
Day. The Irish refer to the holiday as St. Stephen’s
Day, and they have their own tradition called
hunting the wren, in which boys fasten a fake wren
to a pole and parade it through town. The Bahamas
celebrate Boxing Day with a street parade and
festival called Junkanoo.
Ōmisoka
Ōmisoka, New Year’s Eve, is considered the secondmost important day in Japanese tradition as it is the
final day of the old year and the eve of New Year’s
Day, the most important day of the year. Families
gather on Ōmisoka for one last time in the old year
to have a bowl of toshikoshi-soba or toshikoshiudon, a tradition based on eating the long noodles
to cross over from one year to the next.
At midnight, many visit shrines or temples for
Hatsumōde. Shinto shrines prepare amazake to pass
out to crowds and most Buddhist temples have large
cast bells that are struck once for each of the 108
earthly desires believed to cause human suffering.
Source:
https://worldstrides.com/blog/2015/12/decemberholidays-around-the-world/

This Photo by Unknown

Kwanzaa was created by Dr. Maulana Karenga in
1966 after the Watts riots in Los Angeles. He
founded US, a cultural organization, and started to
research African “first fruit” (harvest) celebrations.
From there, he combined aspects of several
different harvest celebrations to form the basis of
Kwanzaa.
The name Kwanzaa comes from the phrase
“matunda ya kwanza” which means “first fruits” in
Swahili. Each family celebrates Kwanzaa in its own
way, but celebrations often include songs and
dances, African drums, storytelling, poetry reading,
and a large traditional meal. On each of the seven
nights, families gather and a child lights one of the
candles on the Kinara, then one of the seven
principles, values of African culture, is discussed. An
African feast, called a Karamu, is held on December
31.
Boxing Day
Boxing Day takes place on December 26. Only
celebrated in a few countries, the holiday originated
in the United Kingdom during the Middle Ages. It
was the day when the alms box, collection boxes for
the poor often kept in churches, were opened and
their content distributed, a tradition that still
happens in some areas. It was also the day servants

December 2021

Legislative

Mary Ragland
AARP Supports Seniors in Washington

AARP staff in Washington has been working hard to
advocate for us as congress negotiates on the Build Back
Better legislation passed by the house and now to be
negotiated in the Senate. One of the main items of
interest to seniors is the ability for Medicare to negotiate
prescription drug prices. AARP recently stated:
“Medicare. In what could be a big win for older
Americans, Medicare would be able to negotiate with
manufacturers to make some prescription drugs more
affordable. The agency would be able to negotiate the
prices of up to 10 drugs per year starting in 2023, with
that number eventually becoming up to 20 drugs per
year. Drugs would be eligible for negotiation once
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they’ve been sold for either nine or 12 years, depending
on the drug’s makeup.
The legislation also would cap out-of-pocket costs for
Medicare Part D prescription drugs at $2,000 per year
and prices for some insulin at $35 per month. Also, under
the BBB legislation, drug makers would face tax penalties
if they increased prices more than the rate of general
inflation.
Beginning in 2023, Medicare recipients also would
receive some coverage for hearing aids and hearing
services.”
For more information from AARP about the Build Back
Better legislation, go to: https://www.aarp.org/politicssociety/advocacy/info-2021/build-backbetter.html?intcmp=AE-HP-TTN-R3-POS2-REALPOSSTODAY
Plan to Vote in 2022
Do you plan to vote by mail in 2022? Remember that in
Texas you must request a mail-in ballot every year. Put
a reminder on your calendar to request a ballot early in
January, and check the box that says “Annual
Application”. This will direct the secretary of state to
send you a mail-in ballot for every election in the year.
Request for mail in ballot
https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/voter/reqabbm.sh
tml
Helpful hints on voting early by mail
https://www.votetexas.gov/voting/when.html#helpfulhints-on-voting-early-by-mail

Assistant Treasurer: Rosie Perez
512-440-7050
Board of Directors (in addition to officers ):
Wanda Hasley 512-280-9276and Marie Martinez 512-276-4771
Committee Chairs
Community Service: Pat Thomas
512- 441-1485
Deborah Fennell 512-282-9931
Greeters:
Marilyn Totten
512-280-8030
Health:
Laura Dutton
512-740-9370
Gail Glick
214-808-6622
Hospitality:
Connie Flores
512-536-0694
Legislative:
Mary Ragland
512-280-2661
Membership:
Joann Cepero
773-710-2053
Newsletter Editor and Web Manager:
Diane McGowan
512-923-3218
Program:
Randy His
Phone Committee Chair:
Elaine Benton
Sunshine:
Kathryn Stone
Travel
Mario Macaluso

512- 799-2224
512-441-6038
512-432-5255

Chapter 2426 Treasurer’s Report

Bill Nicholson

BALANCE SHEET as of November 22, 2021
Assets
Chapter Checking Account $ 3,382.86
Travel Checking Account
25.00
Savings Account
25.00
Total Assets
3,432.86
Liabilities
0.00
Net Worth
$ 3,432.86
MEMBERSHIP ROSTER CHANGES
Changes in your mailing address, telephone number and
email address or changing to dues exempt status upon
attaining 85 years old are to be submitted to the
Treasurer on the Membership Renewal form. Please
provide your National AARP Member No. on the line
provided on the form. The Membership Renewal form
can be found on the last page of this newsletter.
MAILING ADDRESS TO SUBMIT THE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
FORM
South Austin AARP Chapter 2426
Bill Nicholson, Treasurer
12512 Gun Metal Dr.
Austin, TX 78739

Travel

Mario Macaluso
December will soon be here and another year comes to
the end without being able to meet, socialize and going
on day-trips. I predict that during this coming year we will
be able to resume our traditional trips. Which month I do
not know, but I will see it clearly in my crystal ball at time
goes
by.
Enjoy the season’s festivities; keep healthy and safe, and
may the New Year bring you all heavenly blessings!

2021 Officers

And Committee Chairs

Volunteer Hours

Ed Gonzales

Officers
President:
Crespin Guzman
737-222-8155
Vice President
Nancy Crowther 512-808-7486
Secretary:
Ed Gonzales
512-444-3335
Assistant Secretary: Marilyn Totten
512-280-8030
Treasurer:
Bill Nicholson 512-481-8464

December 2021

512-663-8196

Total for November : 608 Hours
Year to date: 5586
Please send or email your number of volunteer hours.
You will find the form on the last page of the newsletter.

5

CIVIC AND/OR COMMUNITY SERVICE BY
SOUTH AUSTIN AARP CHAPTER 2426 VOLUNTEERS
PLEASE EMAIL THIS INFORMATION TO ED GONZALES
Edgonzales7@gmail.com. If you do not have email,
mail to: Ed Gonzales, 710 Kinney Avenue, Austin,TX 78704
Note: You do not have to email the form. You may list the category and the hours for that category and the
total number of hours.

Name__________________________Address______________________Phone____________
Category
AARP Annual Day of Service
AARP Driver Safety Program
AARP Tax Aide
Hunger

Hours

Advocacy/Legislation/Information/Referral Services
Education/Scholarships or other
Subtotal

Category
Fundraising for Community Service
Health & Wellness
Long-term Care/Nursing Home Support
Independent Living/ In Home Care
Giving/Home Repairs
Independent Living: Transportation Services
All Other Volunteer Areas
Subtotal

Hours

Total Volunteer Hours

PLEASE PRINT

South Austin AARP Chapter 2426
Annual Membership Renewal - 2022

Name _____________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________State ______________ Zip __________________
Phone Number (_____) ____________________ National AARP Member No. __________________
Birthday (Month and Day) _______/________ Anniversary (Month and Day) _________/_________
E-mail Address (Print Clearly) __________________________________________________________
Signature _____________________________________________ Date ________________________
Dues are $10.00 by cash or check.
Dues are waived if you are 85 or older: Yes ______
Complete and bring this renewal with your payment to the next meeting (checks should be made payable to South
Austin AARP Chapter 2426.
OR mail this renewal form with your payment to:
South Austin AARP Chapter 2426, Bill Nicholson, 12512 Gun Metal Dr., Austin, TX 78739
Please check any committee(s) on which you are interested in serving:
____ Program
____ Sunshine
____ Travel (ad hoc)
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____ Membership
____ Legislative
____ Public Relations

____ Hospitality
____ Community Serv
____ Newsletter
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____ Telephone
____ Health Care

