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South Austin AARP 
Chapter 2426 

 
Website:   www.southaustinaarp.org 

May 2021

 Wednesday 
May 19, 1:00  p.m.   

Senior Challenges in Austin  

 
Rob Faubion 
AGE of Central Texas Marketing & Communications 
Manager, Rob Faubion, will discuss perceptions of 
aging in Central Texas and how older adults can find 
local resources and assistance.  
Rob has 30+ years of experience in non-profit 
management and marketing and is an award-
winning journalist and advertising professional.  For 
more than 3 decades, he has been assisting Central 
Texas businesses and non-profit organizations 
shape their strategic plans, marketing and outreach 
efforts, client services, and media relations.  He sits 
on the Board of Directors for the LifePark Center 
Taylor, and serves on the Aging Advisory Council of 
the Capital Area Council of Governments and the 
Senior Task Force for the City of Buda.  Rob is also a 
professional entertainer, who has sung and danced 
on Broadway, been seen in dozens of feature films 
and television shows, and emcees some of Austin’s 
biggest annual fundraising events. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

  
 
 
 
I want to continue with the theme with which I 
finished my April message and that is the 
Reinvention of Chapter 2426 under a New Normal.  
I want to introduce a few ideas for you to consider 
as we go forward into the rest of the year with great 
expectations.  For example, can you imagine how 
we will actually interact with each other in a setting 
with a fixed number, controlling distancing, perhaps 
a food service, visiting speakers and presentations, 
along with all the previously normal activities of 
meeting, greeting, signing in, recognition of 
members for birthdays/anniversaries and so on? 
Would you agree then, that it begins with everyone 
in the Chapter getting vaccinated and that 
becomes the primary goal?   
If you can imagine it, then we need you at the next 
Board meeting, May 13, whether you are a 
committee chair or not. What I have been leading 
up to is that we are not going to be able to control 
our environment when it comes to our general 
membership meeting.  So between now and 
September, we will continue the “current status 
quo.”  
Additionally, we expect to do whatever is necessary 
to coordinate with SASAC  to re-establish our 
association with them.  As such, I repeat my 
previous statement that it becomes more 
important to have our Committee Chairs take a 
greater role in our Board meetings over the next 
few months.  Your participation will ensure a better 
and smoother transition to our “New Normal”.   
However, in the meantime we all need to do a little 
dreaming. Stay safe.  
 

Message from the President   
Crespin Guzman 

 

Volunteer Hours 
Ed Gonzales 

April: 486 hours 
Total  for 2021 :  1521 Hours 

Please send or email your number of volunteer hours.  
Look on the last page of the newsletter for the form.   
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AARP Texas to Legislature: Act Now So Avoidable 
Blackouts Never Happen Again 

By Mark Hollis , April 26, 2021 
With about a month remaining in the Texas legislative 
session, AARP Texas today called on legislators to sprint 
to action on consumer-focused utilities reforms so that 
avoidable power disruptions like the deadly winter storm 
blackouts never happen again.  
AARP Texas Director Tina Tran identified several reforms 
that the Legislature has time to approve. Those ideas, 
she said, can be finalized this session to bolster the 
state’s electricity market, protect consumers from 
outrageous rate hikes and boost accountability and 
oversight of the state’s utilities industry. Several of the 
objectives, she said, would fit appropriately in various 
bills already being considered in the Legislature.  
“In February, the winter storm struck, the electric grid 
failed, and Texans were left in the dark,” said Tran. 
“Communities across the state were abandoned in frigid 
temperatures without power to stay safe and warm. 
Nearly 200 Texans died. It’s vital that the Texas 
Legislature act now so avoidable disruptions like we saw 
never happen again.”  
Tran said AARP Texas calls for urgent legislative action on 
several reforms to ensure grid reliability and protect 
electricity customers. The reforms seek to: 
Weatherize -- AARP Texas supports requiring electricity 
generation and transmission and distribution facilities to 
weatherize infrastructure to withstand extreme cold and 
heat as outlined in House Bill 11 and Senate Bill 3. Steps 
should be taken to ensure the reliable supply of natural 
gas to electricity generators during extreme weather. 
Improve planning, coordination and communication -- 
AARP Texas supports ERCOT planning for both summer 
and winter electricity usage peaks so that more 
resources are available when needed. AARP Texas also 
supports improved coordination through the creation of 
the Texas Energy Disaster Reliability Council as outlined 
in House Bill 13 and Senate Bill 3. Additionally, AARP 
supports House Bill 12, which would study a statewide 
disaster alert system to better inform electricity 
customers of potential and actual emergencies. 
Create a backstop mechanism -- Texas deregulated 
electricity market relies on high prices to serve as 
incentive for power generators to build new capacity. 

This approach leads to periods of very high electricity 
prices and it has not delivered sufficient new capacity. 
Several billion-dollar proposals have been presented to 
address this problem. AARP supports a mechanism 
where grid managers adhere to a required reserve 
margin, adequacy plans account for summer and winter 
peak electricity load and an annual determination is 
made whether a solicitation is necessary for additional 
capacity. 
Establish customer protections – The February electricity 
emergency highlighted deficiencies within the current 
system to designate and protect people who are 
medically dependent on electricity. 
AARP Texas supports House Bill 4475 to make it easier 
for electricity customers to be designated as critical care 
electricity customers. HB 4475 creates a path for priority 
restoration of electric service for these customers during 
outages. AARP Texas also supports House Bill 16, which 
bans wholesale indexed electricity plans. 
AARP Texas also urges the Legislature to ensure that all 
residential electricity customers in deregulated areas of 
the state have access to a standard electricity plan. This 
step would make apples-to-apples price comparison 
possible, help consumers avoid plans with hidden or 
confusing terms and would make the market more 
competitive.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the Move: 
There are many activities that have begun to roll 
now that everyone is getting their vaccine and 
activities are begining again, like a loaded freight 
train going up a hill. Lots of ground to cover but it is 
still slow going. 
I have been active as your representative to the 
Regional AARP TEAMS meetings. Although the 
activity is diminishing in other areas, I find that we 
can take pride in knowing we have monthly 
programs and are keeping our membership active 
with pertinent information. From the sounds of 
some of the groups, chapter 2426 may be “high-
tech” on our zoom meetings.  
Talk about movements, Capital Metro, the City of 
Austin have established a corporation known as 

Legislative  
Mary Ragland 

From Where I sit 
 Nancy Crowther, AARP Chapter 2426 

Vice-President  
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Austin Transit Network (ATP) that will be the point 
of contact and development for all this exciting 
Project Connect transportation planning. Staffing 
from both the City and Capital Metro are the 
collaborators to communicate to the community on 
the progress. Project Connect is not just future rail 
service, it is improvements in expanded services, 
buses, rapid buses, and paratransit service. If you 
want to stay on track with Project Connect go to:  
Project Connect - Austin - Capital Metro 
https://capmetro.org › project-connect 
 
In line with the action through the City of Austin, The 
Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(CAMPO) is a regional transportation planning group 
to establish regional programs to enhance mobility. 
They are seeking feedback on their plans for the 
2021-2024 funding cycle. Here is more news: 
 

Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Commission 
Spring 2021 Public Comment Period 

CAMPO seeks input on amendments to the 2021-
2024 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 
The comment period is open May 3 - June 3, 
2021. Participate online   
www.campotexas.org/open-house/2021-2024-tip-
amendments/  or call 737-708-8144 to request 
material by mail, ask questions, or leave a voicemail 
comment.  
Public Hearing: May 10, 2021 
A public hearing will be held at the May 
Transportation Policy Board (TPB) meeting. Sign up 
to speak at the public hearing by emailing 
TPBcomments@campotexas.org or calling  512-
215-9351 by 1 p.m., Monday, May 10, 2021. A call 
or confirmation email will be sent with information 
on how to call in to the meeting. Speakers must 
adhere to the three (3) minute time limit. 
Live Presentations: May 19 & 20, 2021 
Live presentations will be streamed on the CAMPO 
Livestream webpage May 19 at 7 p.m. and May 20 
at noon. An audio-only connection can be requested 
by calling 737-708-8144. 
Public commenting is open until June 3, 2021 
 
 

 
  
  
 

Hi Fellow Travelers 
The Covid situation is improving with vaccination 
and we are beginning to see friends, and venture 
outdoors  to local stores. 
The light is getting brighter when we will be able to 
meet at our monthly meetings and to go on day-
trips. 
As we wait for the time to travel, I want to 
entertain you with the “Ten Guidelines followed by 
people who  are born “tired.”  Enjoy them! 
1. You are born to be tired and live to rest. 
2. Love your bed as yourself. 
3. Rest during the day so that you can sleep the 
whole night through. 
4. Work is fatigue. 
5. If you see someone resting help him. 
6. Don’t do today what you can do tomorrow. 
7. Do the least you can and leave what you must do 
to others to do. 
8. Too much rest never killed anyone. 
9. When you feel an urge to work sit down until the 
feeling fades away. 
10. Work causes health problems. 
I leave you all with a smile! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Officers 
President:                     Crespin Guzman          737-222-
8155 
Vice President              Nancy Crowther      512-808-7486 
Secretary:                      Ed Gonzales            512-444-3335 
Assistant Secretary:     Marilyn Totten       512-280-8030 
 Treasurer:                     Bill Nicholson    512-481-8464  
Assistant Treasurer:     Rosie Perez              512-440-7050 
Board of Directors (in addition to officers ):  
Wanda Hasley 512-280-9276and Marie Martinez  512-
276-4771   
Committee Chairs 

Travel 
Mario Macaluso 

2021 Officers 
 And Committee Chairs 
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Community Service:      Pat Thomas              512- 441-
1485  
                                          Deborah Fennell    512-282-9931  
 
Greeters:                         Marilyn Totten        512-280-
8030 
Health:                           Laura Dutton        512-740-9370 
                                         Gail Glick                  214-808-6622 
Hospitality:                    Connie Flores           512-536-0694 
Legislative:         Mary Ragland           512-280-2661 
Membership:        Joann Cepero            773-710-2053 
Newsletter Editor and Web Manager: 

        Diane McGowan         512-923-3218 
  
Program:               Randy His                 512-663-8196 
Phone Committee Chair:    
                                           Elaine Benton            512- 799-
2224 
Sunshine:                           Kathryn Stone           512-441-
6038 
Travel                               Mario Macaluso       512-432-5255   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BALANCE SHEET as of April 30, 2021 
Assets                                            
Chapter Checking Account     $ 3538.06 
Travel Checking Account                25.00 
Savings Account                               25.00 
Total Assets                                 3,588.06 
Liabilities                                           78.00  
Net Worth                                $ 3,510.06 
 
REMINDER - DUES FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2021 
The dues is $10.00 and is payable to South Austin AARP 
Chapter 2426.  Payment is to be mailed with a Member 
Renewal form to the Treasurer during this pandemic 
time.  A payment will be acknowledged by either email 
or postal mail. 
MEMERBERSHIP LIST CHANGES  

Changes in your mailing address, telephone number and 
email address or changing to dues exempt status upon 
attaining 85 years old are to be submitted to the 
Treasurer on the Membership Renewal form.  The 
Membership Renewal form can be found on the last 
page of this newsletter.     
MAILING ADDRESS TO PAY DUES AND SUBMIT THE 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 
South Austin AARP Chapter 2426     
Bill Nicholson, Treasurer 
12512 Gun Metal Dr.       
Austin, TX  78739  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
  
  

 
 
 

 
 

Chapter 2426 Treasurer’s Report  
Bill Nicholson 

 



May 2021                                                        5 
 

CIVIC AND/OR COMMUNITY SERVICE BY 
 SOUTH AUSTIN AARP CHAPTER 2426 VOLUNTEERS 

PLEASE EMAIL THIS INFORMATION TO  ED GONZALES  
Edgonzales7@gmail.com.  If you do not have email,  

mail to: Ed Gonzales,  710 Kinney Avenue, Austin,TX 78704 
Note: You do not have to email the form. You may list the category and the hours 

for that category and the total number of hours. 
Name__________________________Address______________________Phone____________ 

Category Hours Category Hours 
AARP Annual Day of Service  Fundraising for Community Service  
AARP Driver Safety Program  Health & Wellness  
 AARP Tax Aide  Long-term Care/Nursing Home 

Support 
 

Hunger  Independent Living/ In Home Care 
Giving/Home Repairs 

 

Advocacy/Legislation/Information/Referral 
Services 

 Independent Living: Transportation 
Services 

 

Education/Scholarships or other   All Other Volunteer Areas  
Subtotal  Subtotal  

Total Volunteer Hours  
                                                          

South Austin AARP Chapter 2426 
                                        Annual Membership Renewal - 2021 
PLEASE PRINT 
Name _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 
City _______________________________________State ______________ Zip __________________ 
Phone Number ____________________________National AARP Member No.  __________________  
Birthday (Month and Day) _______/________   Anniversary (Month and Day) _________/_________ 
E-mail Address (Print Clearly) __________________________________________________________ 
Signature _____________________________________________ Date ________________________ 
 
Dues are $10.00 by cash or check                              Dues are waived if you are 85 or older:  Yes ______   
Complete and mail this renewal with your payment to (checks should be made payable to South Austin AARP Chapter 
2426). 
South Austin AARP Chapter 2426, Bill Nicholson, 12512 Gun Metal Dr., Austin, TX 78739 
 
Please check any committee(s) on which you are interested in serving: 

____ Program ____ Membership ____ Hospitality                    ____   Telephone 
____ Sunshine ____ Legislative ____ Community Serv     ____   Health Care 
____ Travel (ad hoc) ____ Public Relations ____ Newsletter  

 


